LONG BEFORE HIGHWAYS 25 and 276 intersected here, this
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spot was a crossroads for travelers. Pioneers used to stop

their Conestoga wagons in Travelers Rest, some pausing She and her sister Nancy McCarrell remem-
ber when people used to meet around the pot-
bellied stove at Williams Hardware on Main

for a few days before attempting the mountain pass,

others spending the entire winter. Drovers
herding mules, cattle and hogs made their way
through, coming from Kentucky and Tennessee
to markets in South Carolina.

These travelers needed food, a place to sleep,
pens for their animals and cold drinks to quench
their thirst. An inn, restaurants, and taverns
opened. A town that was more than place for
travelers to rest slowly began to form.

Today, youre more likely to find Furman
Unliversity students taking a break between
classes at Leopard Forest Coffee Company or
tourists stopping off on their way to mountain
vacations. In recent years, Travelers Rest (or TR
as locals call it) has become a bedroom commu-
nity for the nearby city of Greenville—an identity
not too far removed from its original one.

A revitalized downtown
“We wanted to have in this place the ability to

have friends connect with friends,” says Joyce
McCarrell.
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Street to give advice and trade gossip. In 2008,
the sisters bought the old hardware store and
reopened it as the Café @ Williams Hardware.
They’re one of several locally owned businesses
investing in the future of downtown.

Like many small towns, Travelers Rest has
seen national chains open at the expense of
Main Street and local businesses. A recent down-
town revitalization project, dedicated this month,
is designed to bring people back.

The project narrowed Highway 276 —Main
Street—from four lanes to three in order to make
the street more pedestrian friendly. The town
also added streetlights and a small park. “I think
it’s going to be great for the city,” Joyce says,
“and it's already been great for us.”

The divider becomes a uniter

Joyce McCarrell says the feature that sold

the sisters on a downtown business site is the
Swamp Rabbit Trail. This walking and biking
path follows the rail line that once divided
Travelers Rest.



In 1888, a railroad called the Swamp Rabbit
was laid through town. Access to the railroad
caused a split in the community and the rails
themselves became a dividing line. The upper
section incorporated as Athens, and the lower
section as Travelers Rest, each side demanding
its own railway station. By the start of the 20th
century, the two communities had merged into
one town.

The trail, built on top of the old rail bed,
starts in Travelers Rest and crosses the Furman
campus. When the final leg is complete later
this year, it will link Travelers Rest to downtown
Greenville.

“The trail gives a connectivity we've never had
before,” says Travelers Rest Town Administrator
Dianna Turner. “With the intimacy the trail
brings, you connect with people and places, you
see things from a different perspective right
alongside the Reedy River.”

From rest stop to launching pad
While the Swamp Rabbit trail runs through the
center of Travelers Rest, there are many other
trails nearby. Within a half-hour’s drive, you'll
find Paris Mountain, Caesar’s Head, Table Rock
and Jones Gap state parks. For a day in the
outdoors, “Travelers Rest really is the natural
place to start out,” Frost Walker says.

Walker manages Sunrift Adventures, an outfit-
ter that’s been selling clothing and equipment in
Travelers Rest for 30 years. If you don’t know b

For insider tips on the best outdoor places, drop by Sunrift
Adventures, where you can also rent bikes, kayaks and canoes.
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GETTING THERE
Travelers Rest is located in northern
Greenville County, north and west of 1-85
where highways 25 and 276 intersect.

GREAT OUTDOORS

Travelers Rest is the perfect jumping off point
to enjoy South Carolina’s mountains and
foothills. THE GHS SWAMP RABBIT TRAIL is a
13-mile trail along the Reedy River, connecting
Travelers Rest to downtown Greenville. PARIS
MOUNTAIN STATE PARK offers hiking, biking,
picnicking, swimming and camping. Within 20
miles, you'll also find CAESAR’S HEAD, JONES
GAP, and TABLE ROCK. For expert advice and
rental bikes, canoes and kayaks, make tracks
to SUNRIFT ADVENTURES, | Center St. « (864)
834-3019 « sunrift.com.

COFFEE BREAK

With coffee from their own farm in
Zimbabwe roasted on the premises in TR,
LEOPARD FOREST COFFEE COMPANY, 26
South Main St. = (864) 834-5500 is the place
for travelers and locals alike to fuel up. Fresh
baked goods, open mic Tuesdays, and the
second Friday poetry night mean you'll find
more than the freshest cuppa joe in town.

GOOD EATS

If you're hungry for lunch, a snack or supper,
stop in the CAFE @ WILLIAMS HARDWARE,
13 5. Main St. » (864) 834-7888. The store’s
potbellied stove was the town's traditional
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gathering place and sisters Nancy and
Joyce McCarrell have recreated that sense
of community. For fresh, locally grown and
made goods, visit the TRAVELERS REST
FARMERS’ MARKET, Gateway Park, 1 Center
St. » trfarmersmarket.org. Open Saturdays
8a.m.—noon during the growing season.

REST YOUR HEAD

In addition to several national hotel chains,
you'll find camp sites, a lodge and cabins
at PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, 2401
State Park Rd. = southcarolinaparks.com.

For something less rustic, check into the
MAGNOLIA INN, 426 S. Main St. « (864) 884~
1808 « magnoliainntr.com, a restored home
near downtown.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

TRILLIUM ARTS CENTRE, 319 5. Main St. « (864)
834-2388 hosts public art events and classes
and serves as information central for visitors
to Travelers Rest. Or shop at THE WIGGLE
ROOM GALLERY (pictured above), 128 N.
Main St. = (864) 905-1903 which also offers
classes and art camps for kids. Kids will love
the petting zoo and parents will love the
free admission at RIVERBEND EQUESTRIAN
CENTER, 175 Riverbend Rd. = (864) 246-6466.
Less than three miles from downtown
Travelers Rest, FURMAN UNIVERSITY, 3300
Poinsett Hwy. = (864) 294-2000 « furman.edu
offers an array of opportunities year round.
See their events calendar online.

23

FAVHL 40 ALID







